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maps. My hand was gripping the ring of my parachute,
when suddenly I heard a noise above us, and somebody
shouted : " Over the side quickly ! Pull your rope ! "
I fell out of that basket somehow. I know I was last
out, and the only thing I can remember was the most
fearful flash as the envelope burst into flames and the sight
of a German plane veering away from us. Then I lost
consciousness. I am not an expert parachutist, but my
own experience is that you know nothing for the first part
of the drop. When I came to I could feel the parachute,
pulling, and I had broken out into a terrific sweat. My
whole body seemed to be perspiring, and then there was
that awful feeling as I saw the ground coming up to hit me.
I landed in the middle of a field and was immediately
surrounded by willing helpers, who had been watching my
descent. My only injuries amounted to a few bruises, the
result of being pulled along the ground by the parachute
as I landed.
My three companions all landed safely and the four of
us were taken along to be medically examined. One of the
R.F.C. men had a wound in the leg, necessitating hospital
treatment, but the rest of us were perfectly all right after
a rest.
At the end of 1917 we broke away from the Canadians.
It was a sad wrench and we were sorry to say good-bye,
but we were wanted elsewhere. Even in those days the
Canadian Army was the highest-paid force in the world,
drawing six shilling^ a day against our own one shilling
and threepence, but not even this discrepancy affected the
good commdeship that had always existed among us.
Henceforth we became what are known as Field Army
Brigades, and as such wS were sent to any unit who needed
us. And that kept us busy for the duration.
What else stands out from those dreadful years ? Well,,
there was my somewhat gruesome, and yet oddly amusing,
realization that the Americans had come in. It was early
one morning when I noticed a cart drawn by a couple of
mtdes ambling along the road at the back of our lines. A
sofitary figure was doing his best to put some ambition ialo